FOREWORD

The role of a University library in supporting teaching and
research has been universally accepted. This has been stres-
sed by various educationists and commissions and com-
mittees on Higher Education all over the world. But due to
various factors the adequacy of libraries for this role varies
from one country to another. Many libraries experience
financial constraints hindering the development of their book
resources and services.

In this book, Dr. P. Soma Raju makes an indepth study of
the collection, facilities and services of the Andhra Univer-
sity Library, Waltair. He makes his evaluation of the Library
on the basis of 'users' responses to these aspects. A library
exists for its users and therefore his dependence on the
users evaluation for arriving at his conclusions is justified.
As a case study, this is a useful effort for planning University
library development.

The book is an adaptation of his Ph.D. thesis on this
theme. The survey part of the book is preceded by two chap-
ters, the first dealing with the research role of a University
and the other dealing with the importance of user studies in
planning and organising library services.

I hope the book will serve a useful purpose and provide
guidance for University library planning and development.
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